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Gainesville square - This photo of the west side of the Gainesville square is from the collection of Linda Gardner White 
of Nottinghill and shows a busy but unknown event. Noting the absence of any automobiles, Ozarks historian Ken 
Brown estimates the picture was taken prior to 1915. He remarked on the Springfield wagon in the bottom right corner. 
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The Kyle Store at Thornfield - James J. Kyle and his wife, Ida, owned the Thornfield store shown in this photo from 
the Ozark County Historium’s photo archives. The picture is from a collection donated by Springfield resident Ken 
Brown. James Kyle was born in Tennessee in 1867 and came with his parents to Missouri about 1890. In addition to 
being a merchant, he was a teacher and Ozark County’s representative in the Missouri legislature. Both James and Ida 
Kyle held college degrees. She was born in Tennessee in 1866 and served as Thornfield postmaster from 1914 to 1927.



2023 T IMES PAST .  .  .  PAGE 6  OZARK COUNTY T IMES,  GAINESVILLE,  MO

Whether they’re natives or newcom-
ers, Ozark Countians love stories about 
the people who lived before them in these 
rugged hills and hollers. Year after year, 
we’re told that the Times Past column is 
the most popular weekly feature in the 
Ozark County Times. 

Previously compiled for several years 
by Mary Ruth Luna Sparks – and now by 

her sister, former Times editor Sue Ann 
Luna Jones – each week the column 
includes short bits from newspapers that 
have been published here since 1882. 
Since 2016, we’ve compiled those week-
ly columns, plus other historical tidbits 
and photos, into the annual Times Past 
Magazine.

Thanks to all who contribute photo-

graphs and stories to this effort each year. 
If you have historical Ozark County pho-
tos to share for future Times Past col-
umns, we would be delighted to accept 
them. Please contact Sue Ann Jones, 
Ozark County Times, P.O. Box 188, 
Gainesville, MO 65655, 417-989-1040, 
sueann@ozarkcountytimes.com.
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A LOVE FOR OUR HISTORY

This photo of 
the Gainesville 
School girls bas-
ketball team, pic-
tured with their 
coach, was taken 
108 years ago in 
1915. Girls’ bas-
ketball uniforms 
have changed a bit 
since then. The 
names of the 
coach and the two 
girls beside him 
are unknown. 
Notes on the back 
of the photo seem 
to identify the 
girls on the porch sitting above them as, from left, Doris 
Conkin (partially in view), Helen White and Amy Small. 
The photo was shared by the late John and Susan Amyx 
Ault, who were given the photo by Judy Amyx Ray, grand-
daughter of Dewey and Doris Conkin Amyx.
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What’s inside - Ozark County historical news clippings, 
interspersed between these photos and articles:
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Family Friendly • Affordable 
Wide Variety of Food

Delicious Homemade Pies
Dine-in or Made-to-order

WINTER HOURS: 6 a.m.-8 p.m. daily
SUMMER HOURS: starting Memorial Day weekend 

6 a.m.-9 p.m. daily, Kitchen closes at 7 p.m.

Your Local Hoodoo 
Kayak Dealer

enjoy floating the nearby North 
Fork River anytime of the year 

in your own Hoodoo Kayak

21440 St. Hwy. 181 • Dora
417-261-2810

VET SUPPLIES
Covexin 8 • 5-way shots for dogs
Vaccines for cattle  • Fly spray 

All your River and Fishing necessities

open 7 days a week

Full line of Antler King Full line of Antler King 
seed mineral and seed mineral and 

attractantsattractants
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OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County News

April 12, 1883
Our county clerk is doing a 

“land office business” without 
joking. A large number of 
homestead applications were 
made the past week, and land is 
being taken up more rapidly 
now than ever before in Ozark.

Ad – The finest cigars and 
liquors (beer included) kept at 
the White Saloon. J. M. Bunn 
smiles from behind the bar and 
will treat you politely. 

April 12, 1883
The proceedings of the 

Board of Equalization, which is 
to be published in next week’s 
paper, has so occupied our time 
this week that we have not been 
able to pay due attention to this 
issue. It has also been necessary 
to print on back issues, as our 
paper has not been sent through 
in time. We hope to be all right 
next week. 

July 5, 1883
The new mail service com-

menced last Monday. It was not 
a new service but a continua-
tion of the old after a “vaca-
tion” of a few days. J. L. 
Ficklin, the old contractor, has 
undertaken to run the 
Marshfield and Mountain 
Home route for thirty days, and 
probably longer. Consequently, 
we will have no improved mail 
facilities, as they will not run a 
hack. 

Jan. 13, 1889
The Board of Pension 

Examining Surgeons at 
Gainesville has recently reorga-
nized with Dr. Small as 
President and Dr. Ebrite as sec-
retary. First meeting of the 
board for examining claimants 
was held yesterday. 

Jan. 17, 1889
Since our last report the 

Recorder has licensed the fol-
lowing to marry: Issac H. 
Workman and Miss Sarah J. 

Ballenger; H. H. Howard and 
Miss Martha J. Luna; Jess R. 
Luna and Miss Martha J. 
Howard – all of Richland town-
ship; Thomas Gardner and Miss 
Hannah James of Jackson 
township; A. C. Derryberry and 
Mrs. R. E. Ledbetter of Jasper 
Township. 

Jan. 20, 1898
On Tuesday night Wm. 

Hanes of Richland Township 
got into a difficulty with a 
young man whose name was 
Birdsong. Birdsong drew a 
knife and cut Hanes in a num-
ber of places about the hands 
and body. . . . Sheriff Luna 
arrested Birdsong yesterday 
and brought him to town. He 
found him in a large cave in the 
vicinity of where the trouble 
occurred. Dr. J. T. Arnold of 
this place dressed Hanes’ 
wounds. . . . Both parties were 
at a dance. 

Several of the boys are tak-
ing a tobacco cure which, if it 
proves satisfactory, will injure 
the tobacco trade to quite an 
extent here.

July 10, 1890
Mrs. Jacob Suter of Big 

North Fork died June 30 with 
consumption. She leaves a hus-
band and several children 
together with many friends to 
mourn her loss. We beg to ten-
der them our heartfelt sympa-
thy.

The candidates can now be 
seen on every corner with a 
smile for all who pass ‘em by. 

March 10, 1892
Dora items - On Friday 

night, a hack load of our young 
people went to Siloam Springs 
to attend a party given by Mr. 
And Mrs. James Duffey in their 
new house. Dancing was in 
order under the management of 
William Duffey.

June 6, 1895
 Decoration of the soldiers’ 

graves was a grand success as it 
attracted a large crowd which 
assembled at the hall, and after 
the program was read, the 
throng proceeded to the ceme-
tery in regular military form led 
by members of the G. A. R. 
Post. After the exercises at the 
cemetery, the people marched 
back to Theodosia where din-
ner was served followed by 
speakers of the day. 

Jan. 17, 1901
Married, on Sunday, Jan. 6, 

1901, at the home of the bride’s 
parents, 8 miles east. Mr. 
Willard Boone and Miss Alta 
Luna. Mr. Boone is one of the 
leading teachers of the county. 
Mr. Boone is also a popular 

young attorney, being admitted 
to the bar last August. . . . B. W. 
Hogard, J.P., was called to sol-
emnize the ceremony.

Oct. 24, 1901
 Our County Clerk, John C. 

Harlin, has purchased the 
newspaper outfit formerly 
owned by W. W. Harrison at 
Cabool and has moved it into 
the old bank building and will 
establish a new paper here 
which will bear the name of 
the “Ozark County Times.” 
Mr. Harlin has secured the 
services of his brothers-in-
law, Moss and Hugh Layton, 
to manage and to the mechani-
cal work of the paper.

Cousins with handguns - Cousins Landon (left) and 
Albert Gaulding of Nottinghill are shown with their hand-
guns in this photo from the collection of Ken W. Brown of 
Springfield.
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Authorized Service for: Mercury  
Outboards and Mercruiser Stern Drives
417-273-2026 • Hwy 160 Theodosia

THEODOSIA MARINE THEODOSIA MARINE 
SALES & SALES & 
SERVICE SERVICE 

N Private Suites Available N
N Post Hospital Recovery N

N Full Service Therapy Department N
N Private Rehabilitation Wing N

N Transportation Available – Mon.-Fri. N
N Lively, Fun Activity Program N
N Restaurant-style Dining N

N Beautiful Park N
N Respite and Hospice Care N

Visit  us on Facebook at 
Gainesville Healthcare Center.

Georgia Frost enjoying the s’mores 
on a beautiful summer day.

Junction of 
Highways 160 
and 5 North in 

Gainesville
417-299-3421

Home of Jamie’s famous 
“smash burgers”
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Gainesville Livestock Auction

Owners: Jim and Lydia Donley
We appreciate your business!

Sale every Monday
at 11 a.m.

Sale barn: 
417-679-0030

Jim Donley:
 417-989-0025

Cattle accepted every day

YOUR AUTO 
PARTS 

SPECIALIST

(417) 679-4527
16 Court Square

South Side of Square 
in Gainesville

D.E. Pleasant, owner

Large Selection of In-Stock Parts
Special Orders Welcome

Helpful, Knowledgeable People Who Can Answer 
Your Car Repair Questions.

For Whatever You Need For Your Car, 
Truck or Farm Equipment, Call Us!

Ozark County News
Feb. 6, 1902

Noble – Uncle Jim Gaston 
returned from Springfield 
Thursday. He reports bad 
traveling. One of his mules 
fell on the ice causing his 
wagon to turn topside down 
into a ditch. Uncle Jim was 
uninjured.  

Ozark County Times
Feb. 14, 1902

John C. Harlin, County 
Clerk, has just finished his 
aggregate abstract of the 
Assessor’s books of Ozark 
county, and the valuation is 
$194,000 less this year than it 
was last. We are in hopes 
there will be a good corn crop 
this year.

Jacob Suter, one of Ozark 
County’s best citizens, died 
very suddenly at his home on 
North Fork about 12 miles 
east of this place. The remains 
were laid to rest in the 

Mitchell cemetery, the 
Masonic Lodge of Bakersfield 
conducting the funeral cere-
mony. 

Bakersfield Boomerang
July 5, 1902

Lots of illegitimate whis-
key was circulated on the 
Fourth at Bakersfield, but 
only served to make the 
crowd good humored. 

The “Glorious Fourth” has 
come and gone. Two thou-
sand people thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves at 
Bakersfield, the day being an 
ideal one. As usual, the 
Program was a failure, there 
being no speaking, singing or 
recitations. 

The Democrat
June 7, 1905

Gainesville has a brass 
band now, and the boys will 
soon be in shape to furnish 
band music for any occasion.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past

Birdtown - This 1910 photo from the collection of April 
Arington Legler shows the general merchandise store that 
operated in the Ozark County community of Birdtown, also 
known as Toccoa. West Plains resident Jim Decker provided 
this information about those in the photo when the Times first 
published it in 2015: Seated, from left: Pat Briscoe (a local 
blacksmith), Dr. Gordon (a local doctor), Tim Gordon (Dr. 
Gordon's son), John Decker (Jonathon's son), Marty Moody, 
Arthur Gordon, Sam Thompson, Walter Tabor, Homer Deck-
er (father of Jim Decker), Mont Tetrick and Bill Moody (and 
his dog, Molly Cottontail). Standing: John Gordon, Jona-
thon Decker (who built this store building in 1905), Charles 
Decker (son of Jonathon), Eddie Lewis, Claude Moody and 
Eldon Decker (the two boys in front of window). 
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Located in West Plains and Gainesville • 417-251-5081 • 417-256-1000
Debra@MatchmakerCoveringTheOzarks.com • www.MatchmakerCoveringTheOzarks.com

Debra Schilling Smith
Matchmaker Covering The Ozarks®

National Marketing With Local Expertise

REALTOR® and LandPro® Agent 
Licensed in Missouri and Arkansas

C2EX® I SRES® | SRS® | ABR® I 
RENE® I PSA® I MRP®

Historical properties hold a certain charm and 
significance that can truly anchor us to the past and 
help us understand our present. It's intriguing to 
explore the stories behind these properties and how 
they've played a role in shaping communities and 
societies. As a realtor, my knowledge and expertise in 
historical properties can be invaluable in helping clients 
find a home or business that aligns with their historical 
interests and preferences. By sharing my passion and 
insight, I can guide buyers in finding properties that 
not only meet their needs but also provide a sense of 
connection to the past. I contribute to the preservation 
of our cultural heritage but also enhance the character 
and uniqueness of the places we call home.

Kyle StoreKyle Store
- Isabella- Isabella

For SaleFor Sale
Est. 1830sEst. 1830s
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This was the scene on the southwest corner of the Gainesville square 111 years ago. For a time on the night of April 
4, 1912, it seemed certain that all the businesses on Gainesville’s square would be destroyed by the fire that broke out 
about 11 p.m. But, according to the April 12, 1912, issue of the Ozark County Times, “the bucket brigade, by keeping 
the roof of the Harden building well soaked with water until the roofs of the Luna and Red Store buildings had fallen, 
succeeded in stopping the advance of the flames in that direction.” This photo, originally a postcard, was donated to 
the Ozark County Historium by Mary Head Green.

This is one of 10 
postcards that 
depict five young 
men acting out a 
pretend crime 
resulting in this 
fake hanging. The 
cards are from the 
collection of Judy 
Ford Lyons and 
originally belonged 
to her grandmoth-
er, Ara Luna 
Gilliland. Mack 
Harrison and his 
brother Averill 
Harrison are 
believed to be two 
of the young men 
in the pictures.
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We offer a professional auction service that 
you’d expect and the personal touch you want

(417) 543-8751

cheyneyauctions.com/

Multiple estates and 
consignments all in 

one place. 
More consignments 

welcome!

Travis Cheyney

Real Estate
Farm
Farm Machinery
Heavy Equipment
Antiques
Firearms
Business  
 Liquidation
Personal Property
Estates
Livestock
Acreage

SERVING ALL 
OF THE 
OZARKS

Ozark
Douglas
Wright

Webster
Christian

Taney
We can and will 
travel anywhere.

Think Auction. Think Cheyney. 
It’s who we are. It’s what we do.

417-679-0074

Located at the shop building behind Nash & Son's 
Auto Sales on Hwy. 160, Gainesville, Missouri

®

417-679-4102

SPECIALIZING IN  
Topsoil • Fill Dirt • Creek Rock • Sand • Chat • Ponds

Excavating • Site Prep • All Limestone Products

MLH & SONS
Sand & Gravel

Ballpark Road • Gainesville, MO

SPECIALIZING IN
Topsoil • Fill Dirt • Creek Rock • Sand • Chat • Ponds

Excavating • Site Prep • All Limestone Products
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The Republican
May 24, 1906

There will be a box supper 
and literary entertainment at the 
Pine View Church house the 1st 
Saturday night in June. The 
proceeds of the box supper are 
to be used to help finish the 
building. Everybody is invited.

Lawndale items – Mrs. 
Melda Tillman is running a 
“hencubator” this spring.

W. F. Tilman came from 
West Plains Saturday, where he 
had been trading with the mer-
chants. He had bought $50 
worth of goods, and his wagon 
broke down on the Guthrie hill.

Ozark County Times
Jan. 11, 1907

A step in the right direction 
has been taken. The County 
Court appointed Geo. W. 
Boone, W. T. Harlin and Marion 

Haskins as committee to select 
a sight and erect a good sub-
stantial stone jail for Ozark 
County. 

The committee was autho-
rized to sell the current jail and 
lot and use the proceeds to buy 
a suitably located lot. They 
have traded this lot for a lot on 
High street which is one of the 
most healthy locations in the 
town. Our old log jail is imme-
diately below a livery stable, 
and the drainage from the sta-
ble makes the jail a very unsan-
itary place.

Jan. 7, 1910
Asa Scott has been appoint-

ed marshal for the city of 
Gainesville. 

J. N. Ford has purchased the 
Marshall and Carter stock of 
merchandise at West Plains and 
will move it here. 

The German dirigible air 
squadron has been executing 
maneuvers, and another war 
scare is due. 

Feb. 23, 1912
The heaviest snowstorm for 

many years visited this region 
Tuesday and Tuesday night. 
Much thunder and lightning 
accompanied the storm. On 
Wednesday morning, twelve 
inches of snow covered the 
ground. No mail reached this 
place Wednesday. The west 
mail went out only a few miles 
and had to return; the east mail 
got as far as Tecumseh. The 
snow in the roads was badly 
drifted, making it almost impos-
sible for a team to get through. 

Souder items – Stanley 
Harwood came very near losing 
a toe Wednesday. Alfred Byerly 
was cutting wood while Stanley 

was playing near, and thinking 
it would be fun to kick the stick 
out of the way, he raised his 
foot just in time for the ax to 
strike it. While it is very pain-
ful, it is not seriously cut and 
will be all right in a few days. 

Word was received over the 
phone this morning that Jim 
Ramsey had the misfortune to 
lose his house by fire last 
Wednesday. 

Aug. 23, 1912
Sidney Amyx of Caney 

moved to the west part of town 
the first of the week in order to 
see after his West Plains mail 
contract. 

J. A. Champioux, our new 
blacksmith, is kept very busy. 
He does good work and is rap-
idly building up his business. 

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past

The date of this photo, from the collection of the late Susan Amyx Ault, is unknown, but it’s believed to show the Model 
T Fords offered for sale by Susan’s grandfather, the late Sid Amyx, shortly after he founded Amyx Auto on the 
Gainesville square in 1916. Amyx offered free driving lessons to anyone who bought a car, a growing trend credited for 
the “slow demise of the Missouri mule and wagon as the farmer’s number one means of transportation,” according to 
an article accompanying the photo in the December 2012 issue of the Old Mill Run, the quarterly publication of the 
Ozark County Genealogical and Historical Society. 
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Specializing in residential 
kitchens, bath cabinets, 
counter tops and custom 
commercial case work.

Traditional Oak  • Classy Cherry
Rustic Hickory • Knotty Pine

     Painted Cabinets

Free Consultation and Estimates
Tim Corbin, Owner • Tecumseh, MO

417-284-3439
www.tecumsehcabinet.com

LET US HELP YOU 
DESIGN YOUR 

DREAM KITCHEN
Since 1993

PROFESSIONAL, EXPERIENCED REPRESENTATION
DAVID B. POINTER • JESSICA P. BLACKBURN 

JOSHUA D. BROWN
Attorneys at Law

Civil Litigation • Real Estate
Estate Planning • Probate

Business Transactions
Criminal Defense • Family Law

Visit our website 
www.pointerlaw.com

496 Third Street • Gainesville, MO • 417-679-2203 
307 Springfield Road • Ava, MO • 417-686-3400 

109 E. Second Street • Mtn. Grove, MO • 417-926-2370

TIRE & AUTO
SERVICE

417-273-5063

CONVENIENCE STORE
& GAS STATION
417-273-4798

Hwy. 160 • Theodosia, Missouri 65761

Boyd Garrison 
EntErprisE, inc.
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Ozark County Times
Feb. 12, 1917

Washington – Woodrow 
Wilson was officially pro-
nounced re-elected. He won by 
a majority of 23 votes in the 
Electoral college The official 
vote was Wilson 277, Hughes 
254.  

March 9, 1917
Samual Stith, of Pontiac, 

and son Loyd, were callers at 
this office Friday. Loyd is here 
from Des Moines, Iowa, on a 
week’s visit with his parents. 
This is his first visit home since 
he left his father’s team stand-
ing in the field and left for parts 

unknown some seven years 
ago.

June 1, 1917
 Dr. L. M. Harrison made an 

auto trip to Bakersfield Sunday.
 Walter Blount of west of 

town is the latest purchaser of a 
Ford car. Dewey Amyx brought 
it down from Ava Tuesday. 

P. E. Bushong and wife of 
Nottinghill were in town 
Monday. Mr. Bushong and 
family have been in St. Louis 
the past number of months 
where Mr. Bushong is attending 
medical college; they arrived 
home a few weeks ago. Mr. 
Bushong will return to St. Louis 

in a week or ten days and con-
tinue his studies. 

Jan. 25, 1918
The Henry Wood moving 

picture show building, or “hell 
hole,” as Uncle Henry called it, 
collapsed under the weight of 
snow on the roof Tuesday night. 
Uncle Henry was conducting a 
second-hand clothing store in 
the building. Fortunately no 
one happened to be in the struc-
ture when it fell. 

Nov. 15, 1918
J. D. Baxter, Bonnie 

Kirkland, Marion Kirkland 
each took a load of hogs to 

West plains last week.
News reached here that 

Newt McGee had gone “over 
the top” nine times and never 
received a scratch.

We hear that Paul Howard 
has gone “over the top” once, 
receiving no wounds. News 
like this is good for us all. 

Dora – Dr. Gordon is the 
busiest man in our vicinity at 
present. But glad to report that 
the sick folks are better.

Lewis Welker has the influ-
enza.

News was received this 
week of the death of Bud Bird 
in Oklahoma due to influenza.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past

First WWI draftees from Ozark County - This photo, reprinted from the Ozark County Historium’s book Called to the 
Colors, is believed to show 25 of the first 31 Ozark County men who were drafted after the U.S. declared war on 
Germany in April 1917. In mid-August of that year, the men posed in front of the new Gainesville school building that 
had been completed a short time earlier. Later that day, the men would leave for West Plains, where they would board 
a train on their way to Camp Funston at Fort Riley, Kansas. Only two men in the photo have been identified: George 
A. Rose of Gainesville stands, fifth from right wearing a bowtie, and Leonidas Smith of Rockbridge is to his left. Others 
in the group included William A. Mahan of Toledo; Lester Hambelton and Harold E. Smith of Gainesville; Henry Mullins, 
Samuel V. E. Wiles and Edward J. M. Reynolds of Bakersfield; Luther C. Mayfield, Joseph A. Faulkner and Landy 
Hightower of Dora; Oliver D. Barner and Bennie A. Welch of Hammond; Paul Anderson of Howards Ridge; John W. 
Dougherty of Tecumseh; William E. Freeman of Zanoni, Austin Isom and Ed Halford of Udall; James L. Loftis of Willhoit, 
Melvis Sievert and Elmer Beasley of Grabeel; Raymond D. Ball of Nottinghill; Benjamin H. Moffis of Trail;  William B. 
McSwain and Smith Lawson of Thornfield.
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OZARK COUNTY

The The REALREAL Ozarks Ozarks
 destination destination

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
Historic Mills

Fishing
Water Sports

Hiking

Mark Twain 
National Forest

Canoeing/Kayaking/
Rafting

Theodosia Area 
Chamber
6151 US Highway 160
Theodosia, Missouri

417-273-4245
theodosiaareachamber.com

Ozark County 
Chamber
PO Box 605
Gainesville, MO 65655

417-712-9465
www.ozarkcounty.net

Visit Ozark County’s resorts, restaurants, Historium on the square!
Ozark County’s annual events

8/5/23: Ozark Countywide Yard Sale
9/2/23: Pontiac Fireworks - Pontiac Cove

9/21-23/2023: Hootin an Hollarin - Gainesville Square
10/31/2023: Trunk or Treat - Gainesville square
December 2023 (TBA): Wonders of Christmas 

- Gainesville square

02/24/24: Taste of New Orleans
 - Lake Bums Brew Co., Pontiac

June 2024: Theodosia Area Chamber 
of Commerce Poker Chip Run
6/29/24: 4th of July fireworks 

- Theodosia Marina Resort

TheodosiaChamber@gmail.com • Info@OzarkCounty.net
Check websites for updated event information.
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417-679-3312 • ext 24

Sales 
& 

Service

Lawn Mowers • Chainsaws
We repair MOST brands of small engines ~ Robby Walrath

Open 8:30 am - 5 pm • Monday - Friday

160 Lawn & Garden Center
417-679-2500

For more 
than 70 years, 

the Cook 
family has 
welcomed 
guests to 

Theodosia 
Marina 
Resort.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

Dec. 8, 1918
The large mercantile estab-

lishment of Gaston & Gaston at 
Noble was destroyed by fire 
last Saturday night. The fire 
was discovered between 9 and 
10 o’clock. . . . Only a few hun-
dred pounds of flour and a bar-
rel of coal oil were saved. No 
insurance was carried on the 
goods nor the building. 

The belief is that the store 
was first robbed and then set 
fire. 

The Gastons have been in 
business at Noble for many 
years. 

Dec. 20, 1918
Word was received here that 

Thurlow Mullins, son of Jim 
Mullins, of two miles west of 
town, died in France the 4th of 
October. He leaves a host of 
relatives and friends to mourn 
his loss. 

Sept. 24, 1920
A number of cattle buyers 

from Sedalia are here this week 
trying to buy some nine hun-
dred pounds and up cattle. 

Otis Gilliland family and 
Mrs. Lee Wood were at Dora 
Monday. Mr. Gilliland is mak-
ing arrangements to move to 
Dora, and his business there on 
Monday was to rent a house.

The Wade and Brown steam 
thresher was in this vicinity 
threshing this past week. Much 
of the wheat was damaged in 
the stack by the recent heavy 
rains. 

Jan. 21, 1921
On Monday Ray Amyx 

happened to a painful accident 
at the Amyx Co. Garage. In 
lifting an engine from a car, it 
dropped on his foot, breaking 
the bones in the big toe and 
badly bruising his foot. 

By Gilliland in the employ 
of the Frisco railroad and 
located at Fort Scott, Kansas, 
arrived here on Thursday to 
see his father, R. Q. Gilliland, 
who is seriously ill. 

Jan. 21, 1922
Rockbridge items – Pat 

Brown has bought D. P. 
Wade’s interest in the thresh-
ing machine and saw mill 
which they together have 
owned and operated for the 
last three years. 

Ocie items – W. H. 
Hampton has bought Jesse 
Tannehill’s farm and by so 
doing becomes the owner of 
the place the second time. 

Pontiac items – Little Tan 
Sanders fell from the wood-
pile while at school last week 
and broke his arm. 

M. H. Mahan has been 
deeding some of his land to 
his children. 

Quite a few hands have 
been working the road this 
week. 

Dec. 21, 1923
New Harmony – Sorry to 

hear of the death of Ed Mahan. 
The bereaved ones have our 
heartfelt sympathy. 

Several from here attended 
the dance at Frank Duncan’s 
Saturday night and report a 
good time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Huston 
Richison are the proud parents 
of a son born Dec. 11th. Mr. 
Richison is now wearing a 
broad smile.

May 9, 1924
Mr. A. C. Upton allowed 

his truck to run off the bank at 
the bridge near town Sunday 
doing considerable damage to 
the cab and body. He was 
alone at the time and escaped 
injury. 
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Gainesville Providers

WE
CARE 
Visit a Primary 
Care provider 
close to home in 
Gainesville.

TRISHA 
VIGNA, APN

Board Certified Nurse 
Practitioner

EDWARD R. 
HENEGAR, DO

Board Certified 
Family Practice

Gainesville
417-679-4613
37 Medical Drive | Gainesville, MO 65655
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Editor’s note: This is an abbreviated 
version of the Ozark Journey column 
that was published in the Sept. 29, 2021, 
edition of the Times. 

One of the side effects of the Civil 
War in the southern border counties of 
Missouri was a breakdown of local gov-
ernment – and that breakdown included 
the process of law and order. 

Courts and record-keeping were vir-
tually nonexistent. Ozark County suf-
fered from this condition as much or 
more than the adjoining counties because 
it was virtually depopulated by maraud-
ers as well as by Confederate and Union 
Army incursions and independent para-
military groups. As a result, those still 
living here were often left to their own 
devices to protect life and property. 
Home Guard militias and ad-hoc posse 
groups often took matters into their own 
hands, ignoring justice and creating a 
vigilantism that is still the subject of 
research and debate more than 150 years 
later.

A short article written by J. Carl 
Ferguson for the Howell County Review 
in September 1969 shed some light on 
one case close to home. In “Dabner, the 
Horse Thief,” Ferguson revives a local 
legend passed down by Willow Springs 
native Jim Harris, who ran a country 
store with a post office in Willow Springs 
and boarded the occasional passerby. 

The legend began near the end of the 
war, in 1864 and 1865, when local gov-
ernment record-keeping failed and West 
Plains was a ghost town. Without repeat-
ing Ferguson’s tale verbatim, it’s enough 
to say that a lone traveler leading a string 
of horses showed up at the Harris home 
and store in Willow Springs. The 
unknown man said his name was John 
Dabner and that he was delivering the 
horses to someone in Arkansas. He spent 
the night and left the next morning with-
out incident or any particular suspicion.

But later in the day, Harris was visited 
by a “deputy sheriff” and posse from a 
county north of Howell County who said 
they were looking for stolen horses. 
Harris mentioned Dabner’s stay and 
joined the group in their pursuit. 

They followed his trail into Ozark 
County, headed west toward the North 
Fork of the White River. The next day, 
they found a group of horses tied up on 
a bluff overlooking the river. After con-
firming that these were the stolen horses, 
so the story goes, they tracked down 
Dabner on foot and ordered his surren-
der. 

Knowing full well that his capture 
would lead to hanging from the nearest 
tree, Dabner started firing at the posse. 
They returned fire, and Dabner was 
killed in the exchange. He was buried at 
that spot with a crude stone marker. 
From that time on, this place on the east 

side of the river has been called “Dabner 
Ridge,” and a nearby cave is known as 
“Dabner Bluff Cave” – or, as some resi-
dents call it, “Horse Thief Cave.”

Today, few people know the story of 
that historical spot or the reason for its 
name. 

The cave, also sometimes called Bat 
Spring Cave, is often confused with Bat 
Cave to the northeast or to Nature Trail 
Cave to the south near Blue Spring. 
Being on land within Mark Twain 
National Forest, there is, or once was, a 
U.S. Forest Service marker pointing to 
this spot on the famous Ridge Runner 
Trail. . . . 

The Ridge Runner Chapter of the 
Back Country Horsemen of Missouri has 
taken small groups of riders to the cave 
on several occasions. One of the pur-
poses of this nonprofit group is to assist 
federal, state and county agencies with 
maintenance and management of land 
resources for equestrian uses. For more 
information about the group, visit 
bchmo.org/ridge-runner.

That might be the end of this story, 
except for the fact that nobody seems to 
know who John Dabner was, or if there 
even was a “John Dabner” to trace. 

In Ferguson’s article, he suggests that 
the horse thief likely did not use his own 
name.  A comprehensive online search 
for any John Dabner who died at about 
the time of this event was unsuccessful.  

According to legend, toward the end of the Civil War, supposed horse thief John Dabner was killed and buried near this 
cave on the east side of the North Fork of the White River close to what is now the Ridge Runner Trail in Mark Twain 
National Forest. The entrance of the cave known as “Dabner Bluff Cave” or “Horse Thief Cave” opens into a large 
cavern. These photos were shared by an area resident who asked not to be identified.

AN OZARK JOURNEY by Wayne Sayles,  wgs@wgs.cc

How one horse thief earned a place in history
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 Opening at noon Opening at noon
Seven Days A WeekSeven Days A Week

417-679-0275417-679-0275

Great Food
Karaoke Fridays
huge patio now open
Great Place to hold 
parties & functions 
call to reserve

Pool Tables

T
A
K
E

5

714 State Hwy 5 South • Gainesville MO, 65655
1/4 mile into Missouri from AR/MO State Line

9-Ball Pool Tournament
3 p.m. Sundays

8-Ball Pool Tournament
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays
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OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past

Tecumseh bridge, circa 1924 - This undated photo was taken by M. C. Stephens looking west at the “steel bridge” 
that was completed over the North Fork of the White River (now Lake Norfork) in Tecumseh in 1924 at a cost of 
$50,063, according to “A History of Ozark County 1841-1991.” The people in the photo are unknown, but they had 
apparently gathered to be photographed at the newly completed bridge that was considered a modern marvel at the 
time. The bridge, 18 feet wide, continued in service until it was replaced in 1988 by the current 38-foot-wide bridge, 
which was built at a cost of $2.1 million (including removal of the old bridge). This photo is one of many historical 
images shared on the Dora School Library’s Facebook page. See additional photo of Steel Bridge in later years, page 
42.

Ozark County Times
May 9, 1924

Lutie – A large crowd 
attended the funeral of Mrs. 
Clayton. She was buried in the 
Hicks cemetery. 

Hobart Ledbetter is sick. 
Some went to Fred 

Hampton’s Thursday night to 
listen to the radio.

Feb. 24, 1925
 Romance – Fire got out 

from Roy Pare’s clearing 
Friday and burned up some 
fence for Logie Naugle and 
Jim Brown. It burned almost 
all of Roy’s fence around his 
farm. 

Eggs 25 cents here. 

Farmers are not getting to 
plow because of so much rain. 

Jan. 22, 1926
Mancy Bros. & Co. and 

Campbell Bros. are now work-
ing more than 150 men on 
their road project between 
here and Romance. The larger 
number of them are Ozark 
County citizens. A very nice 
pay roll while it lasts for this 
vicinity. 

May 20, 1927
The Senior class of the 

Bakersfield High School pre-
sented their play “Aaron 
Boggs, Freshman,” at 
Gainesville Saturday night. 

Among the Bakersfield folks 
accompanying the class were 
Supt. and Mrs. Claude 
Cropper, Frank Swain and 
family, Albert Thompson and 
family and James F. Johnson. 
The play was exceptionally 
good and well rendered. 

A pie supper was given at 
the Amyx hall Thursday night 
of last week for the benefit of 
the Gainesville baseball team. 
The proceeds of the supper 
amounted to about $22. The 
cake for the prettiest girl was 
awarded to Miss Thelma 
Luna, following a hot contest 
with Miss Mary Gault. The jar 
of pickles, offered for the 
most love-sick couple, was 

captured by Mr. Clyde Rogers 
and Miss Thelma Luna. 

Pat Sanders, son of J. C. 
Sanders of this city, while 
swinging on a wild grape vine 
on the hillside in the north-
west part of town Wednesday 
afternoon of last week, fell 
when the vine broke and broke 
his right leg below the knee. 
He was immediately taken to 
the hospital at West Plains 
where the injured was attend-
ed to. Drs. J. T. White and H. 
E. Pace, and the father accom-
panied the boy. Reports from 
the hospital are that he is get-
ting along nicely. 
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 Dale Sanders, Agent 
 Dale Sanders Agency Inc 
 12 Court Sq, Gainesville 
 dsanders@amfam.com 
 Bus: (417) 679-0128   

This world is made of dreams like yours and at American Family 
Insurance, we believe everyone’s dream deserves protection. 
That’s why our local agents specialize in building customizable 
plans that protect the hard work of farmers and ranchers like you.

Contact me today to learn more or get a quote.

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
015410 – 10/18  ©2018 – 9685862

WE PROTECT THIS.
This farm. This family. This dream.

Bus: 417-679-3000
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By Edwin Cash

Editor’s note: This by the late Edwin 
Cash was included the history of Dora 
that was compiled by the late Bessie 
Cropper in 1980.

The section of Highway 14 between 
the Dora junction and Twin Bridges was 
the last loop to be built. In 1929 the land 
was cleared for the roadway by a big 
machine called a shovel dipper owned 
by Martin Wonderlick from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. This was the first engine-
powered machine seen around this area 
as all previous road building had been 
done by horse power.

The road was built and crowned with 
the big shovel dipper and completed in 
late 1930. It was graveled by late 1931, 
and the people were fortunate to have to 
contend with the dust, mud and post-
holes of a dirt road for only a short time. 
The gravel was hauled from the Ed 
Loring farm down the road.

The highway department employed 
local workers to keep the road in a good 
state of repair. Johnny Clifton was 
employed as the first road grader, and 
his only job was to maintain the road-
way. He spent just about every day rid-
ing the road grader. Henry Collins, Ervin 
Cudworth and Lester Lovins were sev-
eral of the road grader men who worked 
until the highway was paved after 1947.

The two bridges on Highway 14 over 
the North Fork River and Spring Creek 
are referred to as Twin Bridges since 
they are less than an eighth of a mile 
apart and are of the same design, age 
and materials.

Construction on both bridges was 
started late in 1928. The bridges and the 
last strip of Highway 14 were dedicated 
in later summer, 1931. Many will 
remember that day as being terribly hot 
and dusty. There were the most people 
there that I had ever seen gathered in the 
place. The Governor of Missouri, Henry 
Caulfield, and the officials from the 
Highway Dept. at Willow Springs and 
Jefferson City were present for the occa-
sion.

The completion of the roadwork and 
the two bridges made transportation to 
Ava and West Plains much more bear-
able.

These two photos, from the collection of the late Leeton Luna, show the “Twin 
Bridges” that still stand over Spring Creek (above) and the North Fork of the 
White River (below) on Highway 14/181 just north of the Ozark County line in 
Douglas County. Notes on the back of the photos indicate that they were taken 
as construction of the bridges was being completed. In the late Bessie Cropper’s 
compilation of the history of Dora, the late Edwin Cash wrote that Missouri Gov. 
Henry Caulfield was among those who attended the bridges’ dedication in “later 
summer, 1931.”

The building of Highway 14 and Twin Bridges
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RELIABLE ACCOUNTING
Let us make things easy! 

Income Tax Preparation & Consulting
Accounting & Payroll Services
Financial Management & Consulting Services
Financial Statement Compilations

3
3
3
3

J. Douglas
Accounting Group LLC
Jennifer Douglas, CPA

Jennifer 
Douglas, CPA

13 Court Square • PO Box 506 • Gainesville, MO • 417-679-0095
jdouglasacctinggroup@gmail.com

Dumpster roll off serviceDumpster roll off service
Construction & remodeling waste removal Construction & remodeling waste removal 

Gainesville & surrounding areasGainesville & surrounding areas

RAY GRISHAMRAY GRISHAM

417-257-4930417-257-4930

All types of concrete work • Flat work & decorative • Backhoe service •All types of concrete work • Flat work & decorative • Backhoe service •
 Light dozing • Site prep • Driveways • Low local minimum Light dozing • Site prep • Driveways • Low local minimum

Skid steer with tree shear attachment • Clear out fence rows, dig post holes, tree trim limbs!Skid steer with tree shear attachment • Clear out fence rows, dig post holes, tree trim limbs!

Construction and concrete • GainesvilleConstruction and concrete • Gainesville

R&R Disposal serviceR&R Disposal service
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Theodosia General Store, late 1920s - The late Pete Ford adds water to a customer’s car at the Theodosia general 
store probably sometime in the late 1920s while the store was owned by brothers Tom and Newt Martin. The building 
in the background is the old Theodosia mill. The structures stood north of the present-day Theodosia bridge on land 
now covered by Bull Shoals Lake. The source of the photo is unknown.  

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

Feb. 1, 1929
Gainesville High School 

Notes – Arles Huffman is back 
in school after an absence of 
two weeks. He had pneumo-
nia. 

School was dismissed 
Monday afternoon for the 
funeral of Mrs. R. Q. Gilliland.  

Dec. 13, 1929
Miss Lenore Sanders, 25 

years old, daughter of E. K. 
Sanders of this city, will be 
sworn in as probate judge of 
Ozark County as soon as she 
receives her commission from 
the office of Gov. Henry S. 
Caulfield. Miss Sanders will 
succeed J. R. Willhoit, who 
resigned from the office fol-
lowing his sentence to 18 
months in the federal prison at 
Leavenworth . . . on a liquor 
charge. She will be the first 
woman probate judge in 
Missouri. . . . She has served 
as clerk under Willhoit for the 

past four years.

Feb. 21, 1930
Brixey items – Some from 

here attended the Agricultural 
meeting at Gainesville 
Tuesday. Mr. H. P. Bushong, 
included in the number, called 
to see Mrs. Leonard Ebrite's 
and Mrs. Ed Clark's new boys 
while there. Folks are surely 
getting ready for war as all the 
newcomers are boys. 

Feb. 8, 1934
From the vote in the county 

on the courthouse election, the 
voters evidently believe the 
county don’t need a new 
courthouse. The old cow-barn 
we have is costing us near 
$1,000 per year for rent and 
repairs, besides the danger to 
which all our important coun-
ty records are exposed.

May 2, 1935
The bank building at 

Hammond is getting a new 

coat of paint. 

June 6, 1935
 Romance – Archie Thomas 

was home from the CCC camp 
over the weekend.

 The decoration at Franklin 
Grove cemetery was rained 
out.

Jan. 14, 1937
New Hope – Walter Mahan 

has opened his service station 
at the state line. A man from 
West Plains is operating it for 
him. 

Ocie – About 40 men of the 
vicinity are working on the 
new highway at a living wage 
which keeps the wolf from the 
door in several homes. 

Jan. 14, 1937
A fine 10-pound boy was 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Hugh T. 
Harlin Friday evening. Mother 
and babe are getting along 
fine. Hugh is having several 
kinds of fits, but his physician 

says they are a harmless kind 
and will wear off in a week or 
two. 

April 6, 1938
S.P. Hart was over from 

Ocie Friday with a number of 
fine hams for Gainesville 
folks. He has our hearty 
thanks for a big mess of ribs 
and liver. 

Mrs. Capt. Tiller will show 
at the Masonic Hall the nights 
of April 11, 12, 13 and 15. Her 
husband is known to every-
body in this vicinity as a good 
showman. He died a few 
months ago.  

Sept. 21, 1939
L. F. Stevens and wife, A. 

D. McDonald and wife and a 
prisoner, whom the sheriff 
made the trip to bring back, 
returned from their California 
trip Wednesday evening. 
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Hard Work. Grit. 
Real Missouri 

Values.

Serving the People of the Ozarks
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invites you 
to visit and 
worship 
with us.

Our members come from many different religious backgrounds to form one 
large Christian community built around the table where we celebrate unity 
in diversity. Here at First Christian we encourage you to make this your 
Christian "home" too.

Sunday School 
10 am

Sunday Worship 
11 am

Handicap Accessible 
Call Church office ahead of time 

for Transportation

Hwy. 160 • 1-1/4 Mile East of the Gainesville Square • 417-679-3520

Handicap Accessible
Call church office ahead of time

for transportation 

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

Jan. 25, 1940
We have been told that Dr. 

M. J. Hoerman of Kansas will 
locate in Gainesville to prac-
tice medicine. 

He has rented an office 
over the Amyx Garage and 
wants to rent a small resi-
dence. He is a young man, 
married and has no children. 

Dec. 19, 1940
We invite you to the big 

free Xmas program in 
Gainesville Friday, Dec. 20, 
from noon to 1 p.m. at the 
courthouse square. See Santa 
Claus and his troupe of 
Wonder Dogs. Santa will have 
free candy for the kiddies. 
Music by the Gainesville 
school band. 

Dora – They have the old 
school house nearly torn down 
and are building a new grade 
school in order to have a sepa-
rate place from the high school 

for the grade scholars. 
The stork visited the Bert 

Thornton home last Friday 
night and left them a fine baby 
girl. 

Jim Ingram has bought 
Mrs. Hunt’s property in Dora 
and have moved. 

Mrs. Nancy Mayfield was 
buried at the Trail cemetery 
last Sunday. The bereaved 
have our sympathy. 

Howards Ridge – William 
Howard and Bruer Kirkland 
who are attending school at 
Bakersfield were at Cotter the 
weekend with the basketball 
team from the school.  

Feb. 12, 1942
Longrun – Mrs. Will 

Rambo and Mrs. J. Z. Hobbs 
helped Bernie Sallee quilt 
Friday Evening. 

J. Z. Hobbs, Newt Welch 
and Richard Sallee are all hav-
ing lumber sawed to build 
new barns. 

Ed Adams will soon have 
his barn completed. 

April 16, 1942
Thirty-five draftees left 

here this week for training at 
Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis. 
Twenty left on Wednesday, 
and fifteen on Thursday morn-
ing.

Frank (Skeeter) Stevens 
arrived here from Texas 
Saturday evening to spend a 
short visit with relatives. We 
understand he goes to the 
army soon. 

Pontiac items – Mrs. Ikie 
Robbins of Mammoth has our 
school for the next term. 
Better get you a supply of 
good black hickories, Ikie. 
They’ll help a lot. 

Misses Pollie and Madge 
Shaw left here [Pontiac] 
Thursday morning for Kansas 
City to make their home with 
their brother, Bob. Jesse 
Shaw now lives on his 

father’s place.

Feb. 17, 1944
New Harmony items – 

Well, don’t say the Ozarks 
can’t have snow, although we 
don’t have any use for it.

Mrs. L. S. Cockrum has 
800 eggs set, 400 to hatch next 
Sunday, and 400 two weeks 
later. They are for Scott Price. 
We now know where to go for 
fried chicken.

Jan. 11, 1945
Mr. and Mrs. Otto Enloe of 

Almartha received word from 
the Navy a few days ago that 
their son Eldred is missing in 
action somewhere in the 
Pacific.

A son of Mr. and Mrs. Ern 
Wolfe of Protem is reported 
killed in action. 

Ray Cutbirth of Ocie and 
Rennzo Jones of Lutie are 
reported wounded in action. 
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Solomon Cornelius aka “Corn”
Re-Branding & Expanding

Licensed broker since 1997, Owner/Broker since April 1, 2004 Cornelius has run multiple locations as a 
National Franchise and more recently Independent as Willow Springs Realty LLC serving both Missouri 
and Arkansas. A former Educator and Coach, Solomon supports multiple local school programs, Veteran 
programs, Senior Center meals and many other community projects. Moving forward Cornelius’ Team will 
now be known as Monark Realty. Pronounced Monarch like Royalty yet derived from our service area MO-
n-ARK. Our new logo designed with Mizzou Black & Gold and Arkansas Razorback Red. Stay Tuned for 
updates in “Corn Country”…

New location: 316 Alton Road, Thayer MO 
and as always 309 E. Main, Suite 1 in Willow Springs. Stop by and meet the team…

New Name, Same Game… Great Service! 

Call one of our offices today for the royal treatment

Solomon Cornelius 417-252-0499
Kimmy Conder 417-855-0172

Travis Brake 417-425-7583
Lu Adams 417-254-0508

Chris Cornelius 417-252-9417
Jon Ediger 417-250-0220
Bobby Bair 417-280-5696
Bob Parker 417-257-8711

Michelle Brake 417-459-6187
Derek Carlson  417-840-4058

417-469-2869
417-264-2330

How You’re Treated Matters!

Solomon Cornelius

Derek Carlson
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Former store and home at Hodgson Mill - This undated photo of the former store and home at Hodgson Mill is from 
the collection of Rick Teeter, grandson of Alice Hodgson; Teeter shared the photo with the Ozark County Historium. It’s 
not known when the gas pump was removed from the mill site or when the cabins, advertised on the sign at left, were 
closed.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

Jan. 11, 1945
Mrs. Muriel Baxter says 

that her husband, Bonnie 
Baxter, who was wounded in 
France Nov. 20th, is now back 
in the States in a hospital in El 
Paso. He expects to visit home 
folks before too long.

Mr. Baxter suffered a frac-
tured left shoulder and is still 
wearing a cast.

Feb. 22, 1945
 Dawt -  The families of the 

two young people who burned 
in the barn fire at Dora have 
our sympathy.

Byron Morrison has been 

sent to an Army camp.
Elmer Hamilton has been 

out in the cold weather fixing 
fences.

Been hearing some excit-
ing stories about some of the 
white bass being caught. Most 
of the large catches have been 
caught by the Arkansas line. 

 Pvt. Lavern Sanders, 20, 
of Sycamore, is regaining his 
physical fitness in the reha-
bilitee center of the U. S. 
Army hospital in England. He 
has been awarded the Purple 
Heart. 

May 10, 1945
 Representative Leonard F. 

Ebrite was here from Jefferson 
City over the weekend. 

Guy T. Wood and Orr Reed 
were among those who cele-
brated V-E day by spending 
the day at the river.

Aug. 23, 1945
Joe Luna, who has been 

ailing for some time, left 
Sunday for the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minnesota, for 
examination. He was accom-
panied by his sister, Mary 
Luna, and Velta Hill, who is 
here from Oklahoma spending 
the summer with relatives. 

There be a regular commu-
nity singing convention at 

Wasola, the first Sunday in 
September, beginning at 10:30 
in the morning. 

Chairman of the Ozark 
County War Chest Drive this 
fall will be Mearle Luna. 

Mr. Luna will select a com-
mittee to help carry on the 
campaign throughout the 
county.

Jan. 3, 1946
Ad: For Sale. New all cast 

iron cook stove, white enamel, 
no reservoir. Never used. Joe 
Luna, Gainesville.
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This photo, taken July 21, 1927, shows a big crowd, estimated at about 2,000 by the Ozark County Times, which gath-
ered on the square to hear the Boy Scout Band that had come from Springfield to perform. It must have been a hot 
day, judging by how the crowd is gathered into the shady areas of the square. This photo was reprinted in the August 
2012 issue of the Old Mill Run, the quarterly publication of the Ozark County Genealogical and Historical Society.

This postcard photo of Gainesville, from the collection of Mary Ann Boone Heard, was taken sometime after 1912.
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Oil  Changes
Computer  Diagnost ics
L ight  Mechanic  Work

Al ignments
Ti res  .  E tc .

Lincoln Grisham, owner
5484 US Highway 160 
Theodosia, MO 65761

We carry Interstate 
Batteries

Jarrett Wallace, Licensed Agent/Owner
Marlin Wallace, Agent

For a free quote stop by or call
Office: 417-679-4918 or 417-679-4919

Cell: 417-335-0239

WALLACEWALLACEWALLACEWALLACEWALLACEWALLACEWALLACEWALLACE
INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

LIFE. AUTO. FARM. HOME. COMMERCIAL. 

Count on us, two generations of the Wallace 
family, born and raised in Ozark County, 

to handle all your insurance needs.

On the corner of Elm & First St. • Gainesville, MO
(across from the Post Office)

   Office Hours
    Mon-Fri 8 am - 4:30 pm

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

March 28, 1946
Chunk Wood, head of the 

Athletic Department at our 
school, had the misfortune of 
breaking his leg one day last 
week. He accidentally stepped 
off a high step onto the con-
crete walk.

Announcements were 
received here of the birth of a 
fine son to Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 
Wallace of San Diego, on 

March 18. His name is Ronald 
Stephen. His mother was Vera 
Jones of Lutie before her mar-
riage. 

Rockbridge – Mr. and Mrs. 
Reed Landers of Gainesville 
and Mr. and Mrs. Horace 
Gaulding and daughter, Nancy 
Lou, of Nottinghill were 
Sunday dinner guests in the 
Ernest Landers home. 

Mrs. Don Smith closed an 
eight-months term of school at 

Lower Brixey Friday. 

Oct. 13, 1949
A number of close relatives 

gathered at the home of Mrs. 
Wm. Mahan Sunday after-
noon to help her celebrate her 
91st birthday.  

Feb. 21, 1952
Reigning Royalty at 

Gainesville School 
Homecoming: Drucilla Taylor, 
homecoming queen; Deloris 
Looney and Mary Ruth 
Walrath, senior attendants; 
Sue Gray, junior attendant; 
Peggy Heriford, sophomore 
attendant; Patty Hobbs, fresh-
man attendant.

Thirty-six Ozark County 
farm people attended a trap-
pers meeting in the courtroom 
in Gainesville to discuss live-
stock losses from predatory 

animals.
SSgt. James R. Davidson, 

21, son of Mr. and Mrs. Luther 
Davidson of Bakersfield, left 
February 7th on his way to 
Korea. . . . This will be his 
second time to serve in the 
Korean war.

Sept. 24, 1953
Workers of the Beasley 

Construction Company of 
Muskogee, Oklahoma, com-
pleted the antenna of the tele-
vision station in Springfield 
this week. Programs will 
begin Oct. 1. Some of the pro-
grams that will be presented 
will include Milton Berle, 
Daisy Thomas’ new show, 
“Make Room for Daddy,” 
Dennis Day and Groucho 
Marks, a couple of characters 
who need no introduction.

Auto Body Painting & Repair
Insurance Claims Welcome • Free Estimates

HIGH QUALITY WORK
Uni Cure Paint Booth

Complete Paint Color Matching System
Kansas Jack Magna III Straightening System

DUSTIN WALLACE, Owner
Ph: (417)273-0016 • Cell: (417) 257-4985
HC 2 Box 2748 • Theodosia, MO 65761
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www.clinkingbeardfuneralhome.com
Serving the Ava, Missouri community for  

over 100 years, and the Gainesville, Missouri  
community for over 75 years.  

Our funeral homes are family owned and operated.

Clinkingbeard Funeral Home
407 NE 5th Street

Ava, Missouri 65608
Phone: (417) 683-4115

Clinkingbeard Funeral Home
434 Main Street

Gainesville, Missouri 65655
Phone: (417) 679-3315

Clinkingbeard
Funeral Homes, inC.

Serving the community since 1915
 In 1915, William Rob-
ert and Mary E. (Kenne-
dy) Clinkingbeard, with 
their children, Robert, 
Lois and Clarence, be-
gan The Clinkingbeard 
Furniture and Undertak-
ing Company, located on 
the west side of the town 
square in Ava.
 In 1940, the Clinking-

beard Family opened a funeral home in Gainesville, MO. In 1950, 
Clarence, along with his son, Lyle, built a new facility in Gainesville 
where it remains today. It was also in the 50’s that Bob Usery, Licensed 
Embalmer and Funeral Director became manager of the Gainesville 
firm. Upon Bob’s retirement in the early 1970’s, Charles Fish and his 
wife, Wilma, managed the home in Gainesville for several years. Dave 
Goodnight, who joined the firm in 1990, took over the Gainesville 
facility when Charles Fish retired. We were very saddened to have lost 
Dave from a short illness in 2008.
 3rd generation Lyle, who passed away December 2016, is  
pictured sitting next to his wife Florence, along with their children, 
Toni (Clinkingbeard) Van Dyne and Kirk Clinkingbeard who are 
4th generation co-owners. Kirk and Toni are both Licensed Funeral  
Directors and operate the Ava location. 
 Gene Britt, Licensed Funeral Director, operates the Gainesville 
firm. He took over as 
manager of the funeral 
home in 2008.  Gene 
is a Licensed Pre-need 
Agent and can take care 
of all your pre-planning 
funeral arrangements. 
He and his staff are  
professional, caring, 
compassionate and 
ready to assist you in 
your time of need.

Ava facility - 1939

Follow us on Facebook

In Gainesville on the 
corner of Highways 5 

North and 160
417-679-4847

Where comfort & Ozark County Where comfort & Ozark County 
hospitality await youhospitality await you

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• •
 • 

• •

• • • • • • • •

• • • • • • • •WelcomeWelcome

Antler Motel190 Third 
Street

417-679-4292
Gainesville

Missouri
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Remembering 
‘Uncle Johnny’
These photos were taken in July 
1954, as Bank of Gainesville pres-
ident Johnny Harlin  welcomed 
area residents to celebrate the 
bank’s 60th anniversary, both 
inside the bank and in a program 
on the courthouse lawn. Photo at 
left: Those who gathered inside 
the bank, which then operated in 
its building on the west side of the 
square, are, from left: Mitch Baxter, 
Huston Richison, (unknown 
woman), Doris Hayes (with purse 
under her arm), Clara Penrod, 
Jerry Nance, Audie Ingram, Lon 
Mahan, Johnny Harlin (front), Alta 
Mahan (with fan), Joe Lynn Ebrite, 
Sharon Rose (Sathre), Doyle 
Kelley and Alva Hambelton. 
Johnny’s great-grandson, Chris 
Harlin, is now president and CEO 
of the bank. 
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A family resort on Bull Shoals LakeA family resort on Bull Shoals Lake

roobdoofamilyresort.com • 417-679-4174
41 Roo B Doo Circle • Pontiac, MO • relax@roobdoofamilyresort.com

Roo B Doo Fam
ily

 R
esor

t

MICHELLE VIVERO
REALTOR - Broker 

Associate

ALBERT VIVERO
Realtor

1stchoice-realty.com
www.PontiacMo.com

39 Roo B Doo Circle39 Roo B Doo Circle
Pontiac, MOPontiac, MO

417-967-2001417-967-2001

HOMES. FARMS. 
RANCHES. 
ACREAGE. 

RECREATIONAL. 
HUNTING PROPERTY. 

RURAL PROPERTY. 
AND MORE

Serving Southern Missouri For More Than 20 Years!

Roo B DooRoo B Doo
Family ResortFamily Resort

Cabins. RV sites. Heated salt water pool. Cabins. RV sites. Heated salt water pool. 
Walking distance to Pontiac Cove Marina. Walking distance to Pontiac Cove Marina. 

Picnic tables. Fire ring.Picnic tables. Fire ring.
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Trout fishing       Casual fine dining        First-class lodging        Hiking       Hunting

Relax. Unwind. Enjoy.
2,000 secluded acres nestled in the Ozark mountains

w w w. r o c k b r i d g e m o . c o m     4 1 7 - 6 7 9 - 3 6 1 9 
4297 County Road 142, Rockbridge, MO 65741

Relax. Unwind. Enjoy.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

June 9, 1955
 The descendants of Uncle 

Bill Luna held their annual 
reunion on the picnic grounds 
at Tecumseh last Sunday. Out-
of-town guests included A.M. 
Luna and family from 
Piedmont, Mo.; Everett Luna 
and son Rudolph from West 
Plains; Arthur Luna and wife 
Grace of Springfield; Dr. Geo. 
B. Luna and wife and sons 
from Springfield; Mrs. Anna 
Luna from West Plains; Fed 
and Genelle Williams from 
Springfield, Elmer and Hazel 
Blair from Springfield; Bill 
Lightner and daughter from 
Springfield. 

 
Dec. 15, 1955

Mrs. Larry Amyx was noti-
fied last week that her hus-
band, Sergeant Larry E. 
Amyx, had been selected as 
the outstanding Marine for the 

month of November for his 
unit. 

Sgt. Amyx, who is the son 
of Mrs. Linnie Amyx, has 
been serving overseas since 
Jan. 23 and is at present serv-
ing in Japan with a helicopter 
transport squadron of the First 
Marine Aircraft Wing,

John C. “Uncle Johnny” 
Harlin, 80, Ozark County’s 
most prominent citizen, 
passed away at his home here 
Sunday at 7:05 a.m. . . .

Death came to Uncle 
Johnny at his home less than a 
block from where he was born 
on Jan. 29, 1875, the son of 
John W. and Mary Harlin. Yet 
he was not a stay-at-home for 
he was always going or just 
getting back from some civic 
or business trip or helping a 
friend. . . 

He was serving as state 
representative from Ozark 
County at the time of his 

death. He was state senator 
from 1930 – 34 and was 
instrumental in establishing 
the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol. He was co-author in 
1931 of the Missouri school 
bus law and as representative 
in the spring of this year, he 
fought for and helped pass the 
first major school legislation 
since he co-authored the 
school bus law as state senator 
in 1931. . . 

Burial was in the 
Gainesville cemetery. 

Aug. 20, 1959
The Gainesville Clinic 

completed its first year of ser-
vice here at the close of July. 

Gainesville will have its 
first circus in a number of 
years here September 16 when 
Carson and Barnes shows set 
up under the sponsorship of 
the Gainesville Saddle Club.  

Oct. 22, 1959
Those who gathered at the 

home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Pitchford last Thursday to 
help Mr. Pitchford celebrate 
his 69th birthday were Mr. and 
Mrs. John Dodson and son 
Ross, Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Pitchford, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Kirkpatrick, Minnie 
Garfit, Ollie Miller, Della 
Cockrun and Mrs. Bonnie 
Ebrite and children. 

Mrs. Ebrite furnished the 
birthday cake and with the 
help of his great-grandchil-
dren, Janet, Greg and Kimmie 
Ebrite, the 69 candles were 
blown out. 

Sharon Kay Rose was host-
ess at a pizza pie supper at her 
grandmother’s home last 
week.  Guests were Judy 
Farless, Judy Russel, Ann 
Holleran, Judy Shanks, Carol 
Exline, Sue Cooper, Mary 
Wolfe and Mary Ruth Luna. 



OZARK COUNTY T IMES,  GAINESVILLE,  MO 2023 T IMES PAST.  .  .  PAGE 37

MEN’SWOMEN’S

Mon-Sat 7am to 7pm
789 Worley Cr.

West Plains, MO

417-256-3749

Mon-Sat 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Old Hwy. 63 S.

Thayer, MO

417-264-7616

TRACTORS

equipment rental available at 
our west plains location

Proud to be a locally owned independent business

MEN’SWOMEN’S

Mon-Sat 7am to 7pm
789 Worley Cr.

West Plains, MO

417-256-3749

Mon-Sat 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Old Hwy. 63 S.

Thayer, MO

417-264-7616

TRACTORS

equipment rental available at 
our west plains location



2023 T IMES PAST .  .  .  PAGE 38 OZARK COUNTY T IMES,  GAINESVILLE,  MO

The late Virginia Mahan Walker is pictured in this photo taken sometime around 1950 on the old bridge at Theodosia. 
In the background is the Little North Fork of the White River flowing over the Theodosia Mill dam. Virginia, dressed in 
the saddle shoes, rolled-up blue jeans and big plaid shirt preferred by teenage girls in the ‘50s, told the Times when 
she shared the photo that she and her mother, the late Thana Mahan, were “out riding around” and stopped to see the 
river, which was high due to recent rains. The current Theodosia bridge on Highway 160, which replaced this one, was 
dedicated in October 1953.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times

Oct. 22, 1959 
Those visiting in the home of Mr. and 

Mrs. Ronnie Goodwyn of Columbia over 
the weekend were Mrs. A. D. McDonald, 
Mrs. Hayden Carter and Pamela Jo, Mr. 
and Mr. John Ault of Ozark and Louie Joe 
Scott and Jerry Elmore, students at 
Missouri University.  

Feb. 22, 1962
Ten contractors submitted bids rang-

ing from a high of $427,542 to a low of 
$353,207 for the construction of the new 
high school building for the R-5 district 
in Gainesville when the bids were opened 
by the board Thursday night.

The board remained in session until 2 
a.m. Friday considering the bids. As yet 

no contract has been awarded. 

June 6, 1962
The Springfield Court of Appeals has 

ruled that the Gainesville Ball Club, Inc. 
did not have the right to intervene in the 
condemnation suit in the Ozark County 
circuit court when the Gainesville R-5 
school district received approval to con-
demn the Gainesville ball park for a part 
of the site for the new high school build-
ing. . . . Over the years the land had been 
in the hands of the Gainesville Ball Club 
and administered by three trustees. Ghe 
two surviving trustees are O. S. 
McClendon and O. V. Robbins. 

Oct. 17, 1963
The Ozark County Arts and Crafts will 

hold an all-day working here to mend 
books for the library next Wednesday.  

Miss Judy Roberts of Pondfork has 
been appointed by the Ozark County 
Health Center board of trustees to fill the 
position of clerk typist at the office in 
Gainesville.  

Feb. 25, 1965
The boat house and dock owned by 

Vest Bushong at Pontiac was broken into 
and a large amount of fishing gear was 
stolen last week. 

Among the items taken were a new 
trolling motor, about five reels, four rods, 
seven life belts, a sed of red and white 
checked banana skis, gasoline lantern, 
tackle box and about 250 artificial baits. 
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Kristie Ashmead
owner/stylist

417-712-4045
34 Court Square, Gainesville

Instagram – SouthernRoots417

Daughter 

Brystal

Daughter Abbie 

Owner Kristie 

Thank you to all our amazing customersThank you to all our amazing customers

HAIRCUTSHAIRCUTS
Creating styles for men & women, 
from fades to classic bobs

TREATMENTSTREATMENTS
• Perms - yes, we still do them!
• Olaplex Treatment (for stronger, 
 healthier hair)
• Malibu C Treatments
• Smoothing Treatments

COLORSCOLORS
Offering a wide variety of color 
services 
 Blonding 
 Balayages
 Fashion Colors
 Highlights & more

RETAILRETAIL
All your hair care needs 
in stock for convenient 
pick up! 
Shipping available
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These postcards feature the Standard station and Garden Rest cabins that operated at what is now Highways 160 and 
5 north in Gainesville. The station was built in 1936 and the cabins were added sometime later, likely in the early 1950s.
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Established in 1992 Lost Woods has been a part of this community for 30 years and now, with a fresh 
vision, the new owners of Lost Woods Hideaway welcomes everyone to this family friendly establishment!

LOST WOODS HIDEAWAY FEATURES:
9-hole golf course • 18-hole disc golf course • 

restaurant and pub • banquet facility
NEW: 4 pickleball courts • 2 bocce ball courts • 

corn hole • sand volleyball

HOURS:
Restaurant

Tuesday 4-7 p.m.
Friday 4-8 p.m.

Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Pub
Tuesday 2-10 p.m.
Thrusday 2-4 p.m.

Bar
Friday 2-10 p.m.

Saturday 3-8 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We look forward to seeing you 
soon at Lost Woods Hideaway

Lost Woods Hideway
½ Page, Full Color Ad for the  Times Past Issue 

LOST WOODS HIDEAWAY 
131 Lost Woods Drive 
Theodosia, MO 65761 

417-273-4877 
www.lostwoodsgolfcourse.com 

 
Established in 1992 LOST WOODS has been a part of this community for 30 years and now, with a fresh vision, the new 
owners of LOST WOODS HIDEAWAY welcomes everyone to this family friendly establishment!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Owners picture left to right: Tom and Christene Reinbold, Sharon and Greg Nagel, Brandi and Matt Shockey, Nancy and 
Bill Rauch, Debi and Bill Agee) 

LOST WOODS HIDEAWAY FEATURES: 
9-Hole GOLF COURSE   18-Hole DISC GOLF COURSE  RESTAURANT AND PUB   BANQUET FACILITY   

NEW:  4-PICKLE BALL COURTS  2-BOCCE BALL COURTS  CORN HOLE   SAND VOLLEYBALL  

LOST WOODS HIDEAWAY HOURS: 
Golf Course - Opened Year Round  Sunrise to Sunset    Club House Closed on Mondays 

Lost Woods Restaurant- Serving Delicious Food  Lost Woods Pub 
Tuesday - 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM  Pub - 2:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Thursday    Pub - 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
Friday- 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Bar - 2:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Saturday -11:00 AM - 7:00 PM  Bar - 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Sunday - 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Bar - 11:00AM - 5:00 PM  

 
      

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON AT LOST WOODS HIDEAWAY! 

131 Lost Woods Drive • Theodosia, MO 65761 • 417-273-4877 • www.lostwoodsgolfcourse.com

Owners, pictured left to right: Tom and Christene Reinbold, Sharon and Greg 
Nagel, Brandi and Matt Shockey, Nancy and Bill Rauch, Debi and Bill Agee

LOST WOODS HIDEWAY HOURS:
Golf Course open year round, sunrise to sunset

Club House closed on Mondays



2023 T IMES PAST .  .  .  PAGE 42 OZARK COUNTY T IMES,  GAINESVILLE,  MO

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past

John Lillyquist of Tecumseh shared with the Ozark County Historium this postcard of the former bridge over Lake 
Norfork at Tecumseh. Known simply as the “Steel Bridge,” the structure carried traffic over what was then Highway 80 
and is now Highway 160. See additional photo of Steel Bridge shortly after it was built, page 22.

Ozark County Times
April 13, 1967

James A. Johnson has 
named his newly completed 
shopping center at Isabella, 
Lake Hills. The Lake Hills 
center includes a beauty shop, 
self-service laundry, barber 
shop and restaurant and is 
located across from Kyle’s 
store and post office. 

The program for the 
Gainesville Parent Teachers 
Association next Monday 
night will feature the FFA 
winners who took two firsts at 
the district contests in 
Springfield.

Danny Wade will give his 
talk on “The Challenge to 
American Agriculture,” which 
won one of the firsts, and the 
parliamentary procedure team 

composed of J. W. Cowart, 
David Stevens, Byron 
Morrison, Jerry Fry, Danny 
Wade and Joe Coble will 
appear.

May 18, 1967
William Ray Deupree, 86, 

a merchant at Dora for over 50 
years who, with his father, 
donated the land for the Dora 
High School, died at his home 
there Saturday. . . . He moved 
to Dora in 1913 and went into 
business with his father and 
maintained the business until 
his death. . . . He assisted his 
father in the post office for 26 
years and they were instru-
mental in establishing the first 
rural route in Ozark county. 
With the late John Cropper, he 
was responsible for opening 

the first Job school at Dora 
and also was credited with 
forming the first special road 
district in the county. 

Jan. 2, 1969
Cpt. Jarrett Robertson, the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie 
Robertson, recently was 
awarded the Silver Star. . . . 
He was commanding officer 
of Troop B, 1st Squadron, 
11th Cavalry during a combat 
mission in the Republic of 
Vietnam. 

May 22, 1969
Thirty-eight Gainesville 

High School graduates will 
leave Sunday for the annual 
senior trip which will last 
through May 31 and take the 
group through the east visiting 

Washington, D. C., Smokey 
Mountain National Park and 
other points of interest. 

Sept. 24, 1970
Brad Guffey Chevrolet 

Company will hold a showing 
of the new cars and trucks for 
1971 on Tuesday Sept. 29. 
There will be a sample of cars 
in each line put out by 
Chevrolet.

The Thornfield Elementary 
school is publishing a school 
newspaper this year for first 
time in the history of the 
school. The name of the paper 
is the Thornfield Gazette. It is 
sponsored by elementary 
teacher Lafe Plumb.
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chaneymonuments.com
Gainesville, MO  

417-679-3720 • 417-989-0317
chaneymonument@gmail.com

Vinyl Letters • Truck Lettering
Windows & Magnetic SignsD&D SignS

Leonard & Hattie 
Chaney started this  

business in 1935. In the 
early 1960's it became 
L.H. Chaney & Son.

Dub & Dorlene Collins 
bought the company, 

then known as Chaney 
Monuments,  

in 1971 from Stanley and 
Barbara Chaney after 

returning from Vietnam. 
Rob Collins took over  

the operation after  
Dub's death in 2007. 
Chaney Monument 

Works, LLC continues 
the tradition of serving 
Ozark County and the 

surrounding area.

CHANEY MONUMENT WORKS LLC

Leonard & Hattie Chaney

Dub Collins Dorlene Collins

Stanley Chaney

www.WinrodBrothersConstruction.com       staff@winrodbrothersconstruction.com

Custom Homes
& Buildings

Metal Buildings
Pole Barns

Roofing
Garages

FREE Estimates



2023 T IMES PAST .  .  .  PAGE 44 OZARK COUNTY T IMES,  GAINESVILLE,  MO

Hundreds of area residents turned out for the dedication of Bull Shoals Dam on July 2, 1952. The late J. W. Daniel, 
former Ozark County Times owner and editor, took this photo of the crowd that day, perhaps recording Ozark County 
residents who attended. Ozark County native Steve Morrison told Ozark County Historium that he and his brothers, as 
well as his mother, Earlene Morrison, and grandmother, Nellie Patterson, were in the audience that day. The photo is 
one of several donated to the Historium by Daniel’s daughter, Sheila Daniel.

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past
Ozark County Times
August 27, 1970

The Theodosia bridge paint 
job began last January 1 and 
was completed Friday. 

The Missouri Highway 
Department used approxi-
mately 600 gallons of paint on 
the bridge’s ten 180-foot steel 
trusses with 100 gallons being 
a red lead primer coat and the 
rest aluminum. 

The paint was put on by 
both brush and spray by a 
five-man crew. 

Longrun - Mr. and Mrs. 
George A. Rose and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ocie Cole visited Mr. 
and Mrs. Arlie Wallace. They 
all attended the Thornfield 
school reunion. There were 15 
of 19 that graduated that year. 

March 29, 1973
John Harlin, vice chairman 

of the Gainesville Park Board, 
was the speaker at the annual 
Gainesville Chamber of 
Commerce meeting held 
Thursday night. 

In telling of the plans, 
Harlin said that the park board 
has proposed locating the park 
on nine acres of land behind 
the Gainesville High School, 
providing land can be 
acquired. The city would be 
responsible for all construc-
tion and upkeep of the area, 
presently expected to be 
$30,000 or more, expected for 
the park from donations by Dr. 
Hoerman and friends, by Dr. 
Hoerman’s estate. 

Matching funds will also 
be available for land value and 
for donated services such as 
the map drawn by Jack Hold 
of Land Planning consults of 
Theodosia and donated to the 

park board. 

Nov. 14, 1974
For several months the 

Gainesville Water Department 
has been waiting for delivery 
of a fire hydrant to replace the 
one that has been spouting 
water in front of Walker 
Lumber Company all summer.

Monday it arrived, the 
wrong size, and delivery of 
the right one was made 
Tuesday by Harry Cooper 
Supply Co. of Springfield.

The original hydrant cost 
$75. New ones installed on the 
extended water lines this sum-
mer cost $145, and the one 
now being installed cost $311. 

Jan. 18, 1979
Bull Shoals Tugger, one of 

the family of Labrador retriev-
ers at Theodosia Marina, used 

his skill to retrieve a sled and 
bring it back up the hill to the 
resort complex for another trip 
down toward the marina by 
sleigh riders Friday. 

B.S. Tugger, as L. B. Cook 
calls the nine-month old, 
80-pound pup, also helps in 
the downward slides, pushing 
riders off to set the sleigh 
careening toward the lake.

Oct. 25, 1979
Travelers spent $6,970,000 

in Ozark County in 1977 a 
study by the U. S. Travel Data 
Center shows. 

This placed Ozark County 
second in 1977 in travel gen-
erated income among the 
seven counties in the South 
Central Ozark Regional 
Planning Commission. 
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We are experts in:
Asthma | COPD | Emphysema | Bronchitis | Lung Cancer | 

Interstitial Lung Diseases | Cystic Fibrosis | Pleural Effusion | 
Occupational Lung Diseases | Obstructive Sleep Apnea | 

Pulmonary Hypertension

Call 417-257-5950 to make an appointment.

Gainesville
39 Medical Drive
Gainesville, MO 65655

Dr. Praveen Datar
Board Certified in
Pulmonology

EXPERT 
RESPIRATORY 
CARE 
close to home
In Gainesville
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Big Town Store in a Small Town
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

Fresh Quality Meats
Bakery Bread & Dessert Items

Smoked Meats

Deli Platters - Made To Order

5 for $25
Fresh Meat Specials

Open 7 days 
a week

Gainesville, MO • 417-679-4584
Store Hours: 6:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

In 1953, Don and Dorcas Rackley and Anna Mae and Jolly Pace opened the Dairy Princess, a casual restaurant serv-
ing hot dogs, coneys and soft-serve ice cream in this structure built by the late Buck Morrison. The building was 
located on what is now Highways MM and 160 behind the Dollar General store in Gainesville. In the 1950s, students 
of all ages in the then-nearby Gainesville School often walked to the Dairy Princess for lunch, crossing the busy high-
way to buy 25-cent footlongs and 10-cent root beers served from the “barrel” visible in the left-side window. The photo 
is from the Ozark County Historium collection. 
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417-293-1819 • 417-284-70925 miles east
of Tecumseh

Repair & Services for
Tractors • Dozers

All Heavy Equipment
ALL AUTO REPAIR

Including: Air Conditioners • Oil Changes • Tires
Small Engine Repair - Lawn Mowers • Weed Eaters • Boat Motors

New & used Parts • Part Locator
Body Shop • Buying Salvaged Vehicles

Check out our 100,000 miles or 1 year warranties 
on Transmission rebuilds.

Truck Repair

Farm • Road • Towing
24-Hour Road Service

Lock your keys in your car? 
Call us!
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The late Herman Pierce served several terms as Ozark County sheriff. This undated photo, from the collection of his 
son Sid Pierce, was probably taken during the years when the sheriff and his family lived in a duplex on Harlin Drive 
between Third and Fourth streets. Pierce parked his patrol car across the street beside the old city jail, where this photo 
was taken. During most of his years as sheriff, Pierce bought and outfitted his own cars and “went through tires like 
most people change their oil,” Sid said.

Herman Pierce with son Sid This photo of Herman Pierce was taken in 
1943. He served in World War II.
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The Ozark County Historium 
is a friendly, old-timey place 
where Ozark County history 
is preserved, its people are 
cherished and hill-country 
traditions are carried on. We 
welcome you to join us for 
scheduled events, regular 
quilting and craft sessions or 
to peruse your family’s history 
in our genealogy library. Follow 
us in the Ozark County Times or 
on the Ozark County Historium 
Facebook page. Visit our website 
to order historical books or 
to peruse our collection of 
wonderful old photographs. 
Whether you’re an Ozark 
Countian by birth or adoption, 
or if you have a long-distance 
affection for the Real Ozarks, we 
look forward to seeing you!

Ozark County Historium
Part emporium, part museum, all about Ozark County history 

Home of the Ozark County Genealogical and Historical Society
Open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday-Friday • P.O. Box 4, Gainesville, MO 65655

On the west side of the Gainesville square
417-679-2400 • ozarkco1@ozarkcountyhistory.org • ozarkcountyhistory.org

when your heart 
tugs you home . . .

Photo courtesy Martha Owen Martin, Dora
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417-273-2300
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Highway 160 • Theodosia

Theodosia Family Medical Clinic & Spa
Dr. Ballout, MD

Dr. Aaron Newton, MD
Erin Carlile, NP

MEDICARE & MEDICAID ACCEPTED
Cox & Blue Cross • Anthem

United Healthcare • Coventry One
TriCare • Humana • Coventry • Other

Private Insurances Welcome
SLIDING FEE SCALE AVAILABLE

Massage • Facials • Chemical Peels 
Microdermabrasion

Now Accepting New PatientsNow Accepting New Patients
Suzanne Landry; Erin Carlile, NP; Belinda Wyman; 
Brie Loftis  Meredith Hayes; Lisa Duggan, owner and 

 licensed medical  aesthetician; Dr. Ballout, MD; 
Dr. Steve Troeger, DC;and  Dr. Aaron Newton, MD

Serving our Community since 1977
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Times Past photos are usually limited to Ozark County scenes, but we thought readers would also find these photos 
interesting. The photo above shows the Kansas City, Ozark and Southern Train at the Ava train depot sometime around 
1910, according to Ken Brown of Springfield, who shared the photo from his collection. The photo at the bottom of the 
page shows the bus that, until the mid-1970s, operated daily between Springfield and Mountain Home, Ark., including 
a stop in Gainesville.
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Not your everyday representative
An outdoorsman who loves all the Ozarks has to offer

Missouri House of Representatives State Representative Travis Smith
State Capitol • Room 110-A • 201 W. Capitol Ave. • Jefferson City, MO 65101

Travis.Smith@house.mo.gov • 573-751-2042

MY PRIORITIES
• Expanding high speed broadband so people can work from home
• Supporting small business
• Supporting local fire departments
• Supporting law enforcement

I like to be involved in our communities. Tell me about 
your community events and I will try to be there.

Let my office be your point of reference for questions, concerns or governmental help on any level.

Paid for by Travis Smith

We Are The Perfect Spot For:
Summer family vacations. Weekend getaways.
Spring and fall hunting seasons.

Book Now…417-256-7507
www.twinbridgesmo.com

• Full hook-up RV sites • Tent camping 
• Cabin rentals • Canoe and kayak float trips

Located along the beautiful North Fork River and Located along the beautiful North Fork River and 
surrounded by the Mark Twain National Forestsurrounded by the Mark Twain National Forest
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We accept Medicare, Medicaid, most private 
insurances, as well as offer a sliding fee program for 

those who qualify.

MEDICAL
services

GAINESVILLE CLINIC
87 Elm St., Gainesville, MO

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

(417) 679-2775

7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (Mon.-Fri.)

DENTAL
services 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (Mon.-Fri.)

Offering medical, dental, prenatal, pediatric and
behavioral health care.
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If you suffer from a chronic or non-healing wound, 
contact 417-257-5946 to make an appointment.

Gainesville
39 Medical Drive
Gainesville, MO 65655

Dr. Biplab Saha,
Board Certified in
Pulmonology

WOUND CARE
Close to Home in 
Gainesville!Vanessa 

Harvey, 
CNP, FNP-BC When wounds persist, a 

specialized approach is 
required for healing. That’s 
where Ozarks Healthcare 
Wound Care can help. 
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Ozark County Times
May 20, 1992

Joe Bill Bales asked Ozark 
County Commissioners and 
the sheriff’s department to 
consider placing a deputy at 
Bakersfield, at least on a part-
time basis, in order to put a 
stop to drag racing and van-
dalism which is plaguing resi-
dents of that community. 
Bales said older people are 
actually afraid in the commu-
nity. . . “They tore down 47 
mailboxes in one night,” Bales 
said. He added that vandals 
also tore the pump from the 
well that sets in the middle of 
the town. 

May 10, 1995
 Howards Ridge – Emmett 

Lewis observed his 65th birth-
day May 2. He had dinner at 
his son, Rex’s and watched the 
girls play softball.

Kenton Webb of 
Gainesville ate supper with 
Aunt Loma Foster Saturday 
night. 

The 1995 spring firearms 

turkey season, which ended 
last Sunday, was not as pro-
ductive as the 1994 season. 

Derck Farwell, local MDC 
agent, said Ozark County’s 
total of 258 this year is down 
nine from 1994’s total of 267. 

Statewide, the totals pretty 
much reflect the same pattern 
as Ozark County. Farwell said 
there were 37, 472 turkeys 
killed this year down 446 
from last year’s total. 

Texas County was the top 
turkey producer this year with 
912 killed. 

Jan. 3, 1996
Cuma Robbins enjoyed 

two dinners during Christmas 
time with her daughters, 
Jackie Hoff and family and at 
Joline Taylors’. 

Faye Williams had a good 
visit with her daughters and 
their families including the 
Earl Liningers in Ft. Smith, 
and her great-grandchildren in 
Tulsa.

May 7, 1996
Theater goers in Ozark 

County can enjoy an evening 
of humor and suspense May 
16 when the Gainesville 
school drama class presents a 
collection of short plays.

Curtain time is 7 in the 
high school library. The dra-
mas will be performed in the 
round. 

Air Evac’s flying emergen-
cy ambulance sat down on the 
square Thursday to carry 
Hank Adams to Cox Hospital 
South. 

Adams was badly gored by 
a bull at his ranch on T 
Highway. Dr. Ed Henegar was 
summoned. He called the Air-
Evac helicopter. 

At press time Adams 
remains in intensive care.

Bakersfield High School’s 
class of 1961 will have a 
reunion May 24 at 11 a.m. at 
the school.  

Jan. 24, 1996
Progress is being made 

again on the new Ozark 

County Jail. After two post-
ponements, the six modular 
jail cells finally arrived at the 
new jail by trucks from 
Minden, La., on Thursday. 
The new cells made of pre-
cast concrete and steel, 
weighed 46,000 pounds each 
and had to be lifted from the 
trucks by a 100-ton crane from 
Springfield.

Oscar Durham has decided 
it’s time to step down as 
Bakersfield Volunteer Fire 
Department fire chief effec-
tive Feb. 7. 

Durham says he would be 
proud to help someone learn 
how to operate the fire truck 
and equipment. He wants to 
invite anyone interested to 
come forward. He said he 
would like to see more people 
get involved in the fire depart-
ment. 

Durham has been fire chief 
for about 15 years. He said he 
will also be celebrating his 
62nd birthday. He cited poor 
health as his reason for resign-
ing. 

OZARK COUNTY NEWS from times past

The 1986 Dora Falcons varsity basketball team is pictured here. From left: Scott Dennis, Kevin Osborn, Wes Roberts, 
Lance Watkins, Rick Crites, Mark Warren, Billy Buckwalter, Scott Kelley, Danny Thompson, Steve Kellett and Coach 
Steve Kirkwood. 



OZARK COUNTY T IMES,  GAINESVILLE,  MO 2023 T IMES PAST.  .  .  PAGE 57

This photo, which was published in the 1983 Bulldogger year-
book, shows Gainesville High School National Honor Society 
members, from left, Tena Walrath, Shelly Hillhouse, Beth 
Finley and Caron Daughtery during an informal meeting of the 
club.

The Ozark County Senior Citizens Center in Gainesville held 
a “mortgage burning fest” in March 1994 and burned the mort-
gage on their building located off Third Street. Pictured from 
left are Winston Bledsoe, executive director, Southwest 
Missouri Office on Aging. Sandy Martin, fundraiser chairper-
son, Mary Lester, council president for the center, and Irene 
Trent, center director, as they watch the mortgage go up in 
flames. The Senior Center transitioned to a new space and 
new name several years ago. It is now located on County 
Road 800 off Highway 5 and is called The Center. 

James Dancy of Squires examines the name of his brother, 
Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Robert N. Ireland, recently 
added to the Veterans’ Memorial on the Ozark County 
Courthouse lawn. Ireland, who grew up in Theodosia, was 
shot down in 1970 over Laos. Memorial services were finally 
held in Arington in 1995. 

Pontiac Cove Marina has been in the 
Morgan family for more than 55 years. 

It began when Joe and Alice Morgan bought 
the business in 196 

eneration is a·�------�-�

r.mv1 sta� out witH a small store, 
featuring mainly fishing tackle and uait. 

The uusiness has expanded and now features more than 
275 uoat slips, pontoon, tritoon and fishing uoat 

rentals, water toy rentals, a scuua air station, fuel 
dock and a store that sells fishing licenses, uait, tackle, 
uoating accessories, water toys, souvenirs, clothing, 
veer, soda, snacks and more. In addition to the marina, 
the Morgans also operate the Pontiac Campground and 

own and operate Lake Haruour Resort 
and the Red Barn Lodge and Loft. 

(9) (7)

PONTIAC COVE MARINA
CAMPGROUND & RESORT

A full-service marina, campground, lodging and restaurants

Pontiac Cove Marina has been in the 
Morgan family for more than 55 years. 

It began when Joe and Alice Morgan bought 
the business in 196 

eneration is a·�------�-�

r.mv1 sta� out witH a small store, 
featuring mainly fishing tackle and uait. 

The uusiness has expanded and now features more than 
275 uoat slips, pontoon, tritoon and fishing uoat 

rentals, water toy rentals, a scuua air station, fuel 
dock and a store that sells fishing licenses, uait, tackle, 
uoating accessories, water toys, souvenirs, clothing, 
veer, soda, snacks and more. In addition to the marina, 
the Morgans also operate the Pontiac Campground and 

own and operate Lake Haruour Resort 
and the Red Barn Lodge and Loft. 

(9) (7)

info@pontiaccove.com
pontiaccove.com

417-679-3676
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram

Pontiac Cove Marina has been in the Morgan family for nearly 60 years. Pontiac Cove Marina has been in the Morgan family for nearly 60 years. 
It began when Joe and Alice Morgan purchased the dock in 1964. Now It began when Joe and Alice Morgan purchased the dock in 1964. Now 

the third and fourth generations are a part of this growing business.the third and fourth generations are a part of this growing business.

PCM started out with a small store, featuring mainly fishing 
tackle and bait. The business has expanded and now 
features 300 boat slips, boat rentals, a scuba air station, 
fuel dock and a store that sells fishing licenses, bait, tackle, 
boating accessories, water toys, souvenirs, clothing, 
beer, soda, ice cream, snacks and more. In addition to 
the marina, the family business also includes the Pontiac 
Campground, Lake Harbour Resort, the Red Barn Lodge, 
Indian Point Lodge and Lake Bums BrewCo.

Lola, 12, and Finn Lola, 12, and Finn 
Wade, 10, are the Wade, 10, are the 
fourth generation fourth generation 
of the Morgan of the Morgan 
family to live in family to live in 

Pontiac, and they Pontiac, and they 
love spending time love spending time 

on the lake.on the lake.
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ozarkcountyrealty@gmail.com • www.ozarkcountyrealty.com

MARESHAH TABER 
new owner/broker 

Highway 160, TheodosiaHighway 160, Theodosia
417-273-2290417-273-2290

Ozark County Realty, LLC

Buying or selling…Buying or selling…
You could go it alone, but why bother 
when you can count on professionals. 
Whatever your circumstances, 
whatever your needs, we can help. 
Give us a call today. Frank Talbert, agent

Doreen Gimlen, broker/salesperson
Mareshah Taber, broker/owner
and Lauren Stehle, agent

Rural Living in the Beauty of the Ozarks

RECLINERS • SOFAS • LOVESEATS 
Beautiful Bedroom & 
Dining Room Furniture!
      MATTRESS SETS AND LINENS

HIGH QUALITY, LOW PRICES!
For the best deals around, shop at Longdollar

Shop LocalGreat selection 

of home decor



We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.
ShelterInsurance.com

Douglas Hawkins
444 3rd St.
Gainesville, MO 65655
417-679-3522 (Call or Text)
DHawkins@ShelterInsurance.com

A parade, an event, a festival, a fair –
when we gather together, Shelter is proud to be there.

Since the 1940’s Shelter Insurance® has been serving 
the Gainesville area for all your auto, home, farm, 
business, and life insurance needs.

Our Community MattersOur Community Matters
Then And NowThen And Now

®

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

Douglas Hawkins
Agent/Agency Owner

Heather Luna
Affiliate Agent

444 3rd St.
Gainesville
417-679-3522

DHawkins@ShelterInsurance.com

Douglas Hawkins Agency LLC



Gainesville, MO 
417-679-3321 • 1-800-248-5281

Theodosia, MO • 417-273-4245
Bakersfield, MO • 417-284-3006

Ava, MO • 417-683-4182

24 Hour ATM
Gainesville • Ava • Bakersfield • Theodosia

24 Bank-By-Phone
679-4955 or 1-800-632-3301

Member
FDIC

Other AtM LOcAtiOns:
GAINESVILLE •  Lick Creek Bullseye

DORA • Roy’s Store
CAULFIELD • Bullseye

www.cbozarks.com

You like 
this.

"Like" us on Facebook and get banking news, financial 
tips and upcoming events. Go to Facebook.com  

and type Century Bank in the search box.

Roy's Store 
in Dora

Friday, May 15
11 am - 2 pm

Fun • Food • Friends

Burgers, Hotdogs, 
Sides, Refreshments 

& Prizes!

DORA
Appreciation Day

24 hour ATM locations
Gainesville • Ava • Theodosia

Bakersfield • Mountain Home, Arkansas

Gainesville 
417-679-3321 

Bakersfield 
417-284-3006

Theodosia 
417-273-4245 

Ava 
417-683-4182

Mountain Home, Ark. 
870-492-2263

• • Online BankingOnline Banking
• • Mobile & Text BankingMobile & Text Banking

• • Remote DepositRemote Deposit
• • E-statementsE-statements

THE SKY IS THE LIMIT!THE SKY IS THE LIMIT!
At Century Bank of the Ozarks, At Century Bank of the Ozarks, 

we go above and beyond to offer we go above and beyond to offer 
the best in customer service.the best in customer service.

A family-owned bank since 1894, we’re now 
in our second century of serving Ozark County

As Ozark County as it gets.
A family-owned bank since 1894, we’re 

now in our second century of serving Ozark County.

Century Bank of the Ozarks in Gainesville in 1954.
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